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Time to drift...
Time to hang out with 
family and friends...

Where’d it go? 
It took so long to get here!

Where’d it go? 
It took so long to get here! Hold on, 

Hold on...

The last day of 

summer isn’t until

September 21.

There’s still time!

There’s plenty 

to do!

Bring on the fun!

                



If you have been around the Balsam Lake area long enough, chances are that you have stepped into the
Blacksmith Shop for the broasted chicken, a local favorite. Located on W. Bone Lake Drive just northeast of
East Balsam, “The Blacksmith” is approaching its 60th year in business this summer.
From 1948, when it first opened as a beer bar, until 1954, the Blacksmith Shop had three different owners.

In 1954, Tubb and Marion Molamphy purchased the bar that was called the Pine Grove Tavern at the time.
They moved from their nearby farm and settled into the living quarters that adjoined the bar. To pay the bills
Tubb made weekly commutes to Silver Bay to work in a taconite plant. Marion kept the bar running while also
taking care of a newborn and a three year old.
That three year old was Ellen Molamphy, the current owner of the Blacksmith Shop. She started working at

the Blacksmith when she was 13 years old. After high school Ellen worked several jobs around the area but
came back to the Blacksmith to take over for her parents. After six months of learning the bar business, Ellen
officially took over in July 1983. Just two years later, she tore down the bar and rebuilt it. In 1986 she added
the kitchen. In 1988 she converted the living quarters into the dining area. She was a busy one!

There have been tough times. The 1983 – 84 recession almost
put an end to the Blacksmith. But Ellen has paid her dues over
the years, and now she is adding a third generation of family
ownership to the Blacksmith lineup. In July, her son Ron
Molamphy and his wife Ngan came back to help run the
Blacksmith. After 20 years in the Marines, Ron is going to man-
age the bar, Ngan is going to take care of the books, and Ellen
will keep the kitchen running.
Most days of the week other activities are happening at the

Blacksmith: volleyball league on Mondays, the Fox Creek Gun
Club shoots out back Thursdays, and pool league meets four
nights a week. Out back is a sand volleyball court and two horse
shoe pits available for patron use. With picnic tables and bean
bag toss games for the kids, the area behind the Blacksmith is

the perfect place to entertain a large group of guests, just call in advance to make sure it's not booked.
I asked Ellen if she has had any famous customers over the years. She said, “There have been a few notable

people who have come in over the years. A few of them still stop by from time to time." I was eagerly wait-
ing for her to divulge a few names. She only smiled, winked and said, “Their secret is safe with me." One last
piece of Blacksmith history. The record for tacos eaten on Friday night (All You Can Eat Taco Night) is 33.
Stop on by and see how many you can eat or try some of that famous chicken! In addition to their famous
chicken, the Blacksmith offers a large menu with everything available to go.

By Dave Turbenson

2 shorelines August 2014

Blacksmith Shop Approaches 60

Cabin life is always filled with surprises. John and Jo Close of East Balsam
were greeted by this not so pleasing sight after the strong winds of 
June 17.

“You never
know what
worse luck

your bad luck
has saved you

from.”
– Cormac McCarthy in 

No Country for 
Old Men
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ing Buckthorn is late October. Buckthorn stays
green for two weeks longer after native plants
have gone dormant or lost their leaves. The
BLHA will send out an e-mail this year once
Buckthorn is the only green plant in the woods.
It is time to get down and dirty. It is time to

KILL buckthorn. For many homeowners this is
a frustrating process. You cannot simply cut
down a Buckthorn plant and think the
work is done. After you cut Buckthorn, it
must be treated with an herbicide to kill the
plant. If you cut down a Buckthorn plant with-
out treating it with an herbicide, it will come
back with five to ten new sprouts of growth
making the problem that much worse a few
years down the road.
Two things to remember when eliminat-

ing Buckthorn: 1. Don’t cut down Buckthorn
unless you plan to treat it with an herbicide. 
2. Focus on the female plants with the berries.
(See photo page 12.) Killing the female plants
will have the fastest impact on the spread of
the berries.

I have been coordinating groups of volunteers
in Plymouth, Minnesota for the last three
years. Our efforts have improved the quality of
the woods in several local parks.
I have also created a website to educate peo-

ple about Buckthorn. To learn more about
identifying and removing this plant, check out
www.removebadplants.com 
If another ten years go by without any

removal efforts in the Balsam Lake area, this
invasive plant will overrun many acres of pris-
tine woods. If you have any questions or con-
cerns about Buckthorn, please contact Dave
Turbenson daveturbenson@yahoo.com or 612-
207-9023.

Do you know
what Buckthorn
is? I ask others that
question many
times a year, and I
am still surprised to
hear how many peo-
ple are not familiar
with the non-native
shrub. This noxious
shrub was intro-

duced to North America during the 1800’s to
be used in landscaping, primarily as hedge
rows. Since then it has escaped our backyards
and has been displacing native species in our
urban and rural areas. Buckthorn has become
such a problem because it has no natural pred-
ators on our continent, and it will grow in many
habitats.
Don’t let the juicy berries fool you, this is a

bad plant. Although the berries have no nutri-
tional value, Buckthorn berries are a favorite
snack of local birds. After the birds consume
these abundant berries, they are eliminated
typically within 1/3 mile of the source. This is
why it is not uncommon to see Buckthorn
growing in ditches and woods close to an old
farm house with a Buckthorn hedge.
Why is the BLHA writing about this bad

bush? Buckthorn is spreading in our local
woods (see map page 12). I first noticed it
around Town Beach creeping east up towards
Indianhead and along Hwy I. Since then I have
gone up and down every road around Balsam
Lake and have completed an unofficial survey
of the problem around our beloved lake. I have
spoken to the homeowner in Town Bay who
still has Buckthorn planted as a landscape
bush. After telling her about the shrub, she
gave me permission to remove it from her
property.
Why should we all care? Once this plant

gets established, it spreads faster each year it
goes untreated. Buckthorn crowds out and kills
native plants. After several years it can cre-
ate such a dense thicket of growth that
beautiful woods are no longer accessible
for a leisurely stroll on a warm Indian
Summer day. Because of the multiplying
effect of Buckthorn and its berries, the faster
you kill the shrubs, the sooner you will stop the
inevitable spread of this nasty shrub.
What can you do about it? For starters,

you can learn what Buckthorn looks like. Once
you can identify it, you will start to go a little
crazy about how abundant it is in our local
woods. The best time of the year to start notic-

Wanna Live on Buckthorn Lake?

Use undiluted Roundup and an old paint brush to
apply the herbicide (18% Glyphosate) to kill fresh-
ly cut Buckthorn.
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907 Frontage Road • Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Phone: (715) 485-3267
www.balsamlakehardware.com

www.communityhotline.com
SUNDAY HOURS: 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Service With A Smile         We Accept Visa, MasterCard and Discover

BALSAM LAKE
HARDWARE,

RENTAL & U-HAUL

WWeebbeerr 2222..55”” 
OOnnee--TToouucchh®®

SSiillvveerr CChhaarrccooaall GGrriillll

MMAAPP:: 
$$99990000

GGeenneessiiss EEPP--331100™™ GGaass GGrriillll
• Cooking Grates: 7mm Stainless Steel

• Flavorizer® Bars: Stainless Steel
MMAAPP::

$$7744990000
LLPP

$$7766990000
NNGG (black only)
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In the Woods: A Meeting
By Maddie Launstein

The flashes of orange leaping through the sea of brown were a mesmerizing
movement that kept my rapt attention for a long while.
I am at my grandparent's cabin in Wisconsin. It is a beautiful, wooded area that

often smells of campfires. The people who live around Balsam Lake often set off
small fireworks throughout the night; it is a well-known noise. The jet skiers and
water skiers fly around the lake, water spraying out behind them, another sound
I am much used to. The many trees are now changing colors, beautiful reds,
gold and oranges floating in lazy swirls to the ground. Little salamanders hide
under the autumn leaves; we go searching for them sometimes. This is the area
where I meet him.  
I have been here for five days; I am heading home in four more. I don't real-

ly want to go; I love it up here. Cool and not humid air, big trees (maples and
pines galore), not the usual palms. Fresh water, not salty ocean water and not
chlorinated. Grass, real grass, not that tough old stuff crawling with red ants.
I've missed all of these things from the moment we moved from Minnesota to
Florida.
It is about nine o'clock a.m. and brunch has just finished. My grandmother-

Sandy-is a good cook and a healthy eater; no problem there. I say "Thank you,"
getting to my feet and heading outside. A squirrel and two chipmunks scatter as
the screen door squeaks. I missed them too; it's not like there are chipmunks
and squirrels running everywhere in the Keys.
It is a chill Friday morning; I can just see my breath in the cool air. I shiver

and go back inside, grabbing my greenish-brown sweatshirt off the back of one
of the worn wooden chairs. "Frost will be on the ground soon" says my grand-
mother. "And most likely before you leave." She sighs. "You can help me get
the flowers ready for winter, take them inside and such." "Okay" I say, I have
no problem with that. "Hooray!" I add with a cheer. I really do miss the snow
and chill of winter, moving from Minnesota to Florida was a big change.
"I'm going down to the pond" I call to whoever happens to be listening. "Grab

a net" says my grandfather (apparently he was listening)-he was reading the
newspaper. "I'll come with you."'Kay" is all I say as I race Gabby and Molly down
to the pole shed. Gabby and Molly are my grandparents' golden retrievers. 
I frighten another chipmunk as I enter the huge shed. Deer skulls loom above me-my grandpa hunts. My footsteps

echo, but softly. There is nothing to be worried about. I grab the net and head back outside into the cool breeze and
autumn colors.
I jog down the hill to the pond. The gold, red, orange, and brown leaves crunch and crackle under my swiftly mov-

ing feet. I slow about halfway down the slope, stopping to examine the partly decomposed leaves, looking for sala-
manders. I find none, and keep going down the hill, speeding up again. "Ghaaah!" I gasp, my feet sliding out from
beneath me. I fall, rolling and sliding down the damp leaves, that is, until I run into something large and hard, very
hard. The breath is knocked out of me.  I gasp as a woodpecker lands not five feet away from me. It cocks its head,
its bright black eyes alertly watching me.
I climb to my feet with a sigh; my sweatshirt is definitely more brown than green now. I wipe off as much as I can,

but the mud is sticky and stains, it is not a worthwhile use of my time, so I give up. I stumble as a frog dives for
safety (shouldn't it be getting ready to hibernate for winter?) away from my foot, but I don't fall.
Making my way more carefully this time, I get to the pond. My grandfather (Fran) comes down a minute or so later

with Gabby and Molly tearing down the hill ahead of him, their feet spraying leaves and mud. My grandpa looks star-
tled by my disheveled state. Then he says with a bit of a smirk "Watch out for those trees, they hurt."I stare at him
for a moment. A smirk?! I am about to retort, but then I hear this noise. It is a short barking sound, then a rustling
movement, pacing or shifting one's body. I know that my grandfather hears it too; he turns his head towards the
sound, his eyes like the woodpecker, alertly watching. Gabby pricks her ears. Molly barks. Just once, a single, short
bark, a warning.
For a moment there is silence, then another movement, a bigger one. The crackle of fallen leaves, then the splat of

something hitting mud, a foot (or paw)? Then it is quiet again, but for only a short time. A bird cackles, then a wood-
pecker (the same one as before?) begins to hammer a tree.
I look at my grandpa. He looks and me. "Hasn't gone far", oh how calmly he says it. It is completely silent now, no

birdsong, no shifting, only the crackle of fallen leaves. Suddenly the noise starts again. I jump, it surprised me. The
same bark, this time two of them, and small shifting movements.  All these sounds are fainter now, as if coming from
greater distance. I wonder for a moment-the barks are doglike, but not quite, there is something off about them.
I made the choice on a whim; I really do hope that it is worth it.
I walk quietly, so the sound doesn't stop right away. But then I make the mistake of stepping on a dried twig. It

snaps loudly and I freeze. The noise abruptly stops, no more shifting; it is completely still, then a scuffling sound as
leaves are stirred up. The scuffling seems to just leap up and hurry away, but slowly enough so that I am able to fol-
low if I go quickly. I walk for ten or fifteen minutes. The sounds eventually stop after a few minutes, but I keep going 

Continued On Page 17

Nature Photography by Brian
Collins, naturalist and Biology
instructor. To see more of his
work and follow his wildlife
odyssey One Thousand Days in
Nature, visit saintcroixbirds-
blogspot.com
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35% Off with this Ad!

$159.99
$179.99

$199.99

$99.99
$115.99

$129.99
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Your Lakeshore SpecialistYour Lakeshore Specialist

email: lindaandersen@edinarealty.com
www.lindaandersen.edinarealty.com

VISIT MY WEBSITE:VISIT MY WEBSITE:

FindYourLakePlace.comFindYourLakePlace.com

IIII   SSSS PPPP EEEE CCCC IIII AAAA LLLL IIII ZZZZ EEEE   IIII NNNN   LLLL AAAA KKKK EEEE SSSS HHHH OOOO RRRR EEEE !!!!
I LIVE LOCALLY ON CEDAR LAKE, AND AM BASED IN 

WOODBURY, MN, TO GIVE YOUR PROPERTY MAXIMUM 
EXPOSURE TO THE TWIN CITIES MARKET.

BBrruuccee SSeeaaggrreenn
661122--339966--11110066

BBrruuccee SSeeaaggrreenn
661122--339966--11110066

I LIVE LOCALLY ON CEDAR LAKE, AND AM BASED IN 
WOODBURY, MN, TO GIVE YOUR PROPERTY MAXIMUM

EXPOSURE TO THE TWIN CITIES MARKET.

                



• Full-Service Bar
• Full Menu Restaurant
• Enjoy Our Outdoor Tiki Bar
• Cabin For Rent by 

Week or Month

www.thirstyotter.com

• Entertainment Most 
Weekends

• Try One of Our Fabulous
Fishbowl Drinks!

• Thursday All-You-Can-Eat Ribs

101 Cty. Rd. I
Balsam Lake, WI
715-485-3400

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m.-Close;

Sat. 9 a.m.-Close; 
Sun. 9 a.m.-Close

Come By
Boat, Bike

or Car!
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We also sell Wood Pellet Grills and 
Wood Pellets

Contact UCS For All Your Mobile Storage
And Pellet Grill Needs!

715-825-5901
215 Stokley Rd., Milltown

www.unitycustomservices.com

Unity Custom Services
Mobile Storage Units

Five sizes available, ranging from 8’X16’ to
8’X24’ with a height of 8’.

Protect Household Goods during construction.
Protect your Car, Motorcycle or Boat year round.

Have a storage unit on your own property.
Protect goods and supplies during construction.
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BALSAM LAKE
HOMEOWNERS’ ANNUAL
MEETING & BREAKFAST

Paradise Landing
Saturday, August 9

Our 2014 Annual Meeting will again be held at
Paradise Landing on Saturday, August 9. All members
are invited to a buffet breakfast at 8 a.m., prior to the
meeting at 8:30 a.m. Watch your emails for an e-blast
with breakfast reservation info and the annual ballot.

Members who choose not to attend the breakfast are
encouraged to attend the meeting. We are proud of our
active membership and thank you for your ongoing sup-
port. Of course, more help and input is always appreci-
ated as our association continues to help with commu-
nity projects and lake improvements.

We do have room for more board members. Meetings
are held the second Saturday morning of May through
September at 8 a.m. You'll be done before the day on
the lake begins! If you would like to be a part of our
Board of Directors, please send your name and contact
info to: debbie.irestone@meritide.com. We will add your
name to our ballot at the Annual Meeting, ask you to
introduce yourself, and tell us a little about you. Please
join us on the BLHA Board!

See you the 9th!

Member Benefits
• When you submit your membership form by the

required date, your information is published in our
Biennial Directory.

• You receive the three issues of Shorelines, mailed to
your home address

• With profits from the advertising in our publications,
our Community Outreach makes donations to differ-
ent causes in our area. In addition to sponsoring the
Freedom Fest Fireworks and purchasing water patrol
equipment, we have supported the Polk County
Museum, the Balsam Lake Library, Balsam Lake First
Responders and Milltown Fire Department, the
Chamber of Commerce, the Smart Growth
Committee, the Balsam Lake Garden Club, Kinship of
Polk County, the Red Cross, and the Balsam Lake
Water Ski Association.

• Welcome to Summer and Farewell to Summer
Gatherings 
Hey current members! Please do the BLHA a favor and

make sure your neighbors are members of the BLHA.
Let them know what the BLHA does for the community
and the benefits of being a member.

Membership to the BLHA is only $20 each year.
Considering all of the great things we do for the Balsam
Lake community, we feel this is a great value. If you are
already a member, we thank you for your support. If you
are not a member, please consider joining our associa-
tion.
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Trucking 
& 

Excavating
Since 1990

• Aggregate Products • Sand • Blackdirt
• Demolition • Basements & Sewer Systems
• Road Building • Large & Small Site Work

771155--882255--33551133
nte@lakeland.ws • 1514 190th Ave. Unit 2A • Unity Business Park 

106 Indianhead Shores Drive • Balsam Lake

Nick’s

www.lakeside-landscaping.com

Specializing in PaverWalkways,Patios and LEDLandscapeLighting

1472 200th Avenue • Balsam Lake, WI 54810
Greg Strilzuk: 715-825-2202 • Brenda Strilzuk: 715-554-2542

Complete Landscape Service and Garden Center
Specializing in Hardscapes

Full Retail Garden Center ~ Property Maintenance
Bundle & Save! ~ Greenhouse Open Early May!

Ours is not an avid hunting family; we dabble. I remember my father dressed in red (before blaze orange) tak-
ing his gun out the Friday night before deer season and spending some time in the woods, sometimes with others,
sometimes alone, sometimes with my brothers as they grew older. I don't remember any big bucks hanging in the
trees (though my brothers will remember more clearly than I). I think, for my father, hunting was a time for reflec-
tion, an escape from a six-day-work week, a time for a Hershey's bar while sitting on a fallen tree. None of my
hunting associations, though, can come close to rivaling what Brent Mathson, local writer, relates in his latest book,
Sticks and Slivers and the Mathson Gang.
I bought Brent's book mainly because I was so impressed that someone I knew had published one. I read Brent's

book out of loyalty. I recommend Brent's book because it's a good read--for hunters and non-hunters. Brent bal-
ances the technical aspects of hunting with heart-warming anecdotes and beautifully written descriptions of the
woods he hunted.--Sue
From the introduction of Sticks and Slivers...
"As I was driving home, I couldn't help but to reminisce back to the years

when I had been an avid bow hunter. The sport had changed a great deal since
the time I had first shot a 20 cent arrow from a broken bow with a patch on
one its limbs. I'm sure that my nephew would have been astonished if he had
seen the equipment that I, and those I hunted with, used during the early
years of the sport. I am certain that the tackle and the tactics that we used on
our hunts for the whitetail would astound most modern-day-day bow hunters.
During these reminisces, it occurred to me that I had been a part of the early
history of Wisconsin bow hunting...Before I had finished driving home, I had
already come up with a title...'Sticks' was what we called our bows; 'slivers'
was the term for our arrows; and the 'Mathson Gang' was the title our com-
munity had pinned on that small band of Robin Hoods, who foolishly pursued
the white tail deer with primitive weapons."
From Chapter 1, Sticks
"It didn't take us long to realize that the beautiful glossy finishes on our bows

were a real detriment in the woods on sunny days. The drivers often com-
mented that they spotted the posters by the glare from their bows. It didn't
take a Sherlock Holme's deduction to come to the conclusion that the deer
could probably see the flashes as well.           
There were several remedies for this problem at the time. Of course, buying a a bow with a nice camo finish on

it was not an option because they were not available. All the bow companies surmised that their customers want-
ed nice shiny bows with a durable gloss finish that would last longer than their owners. Hunters soon realized the
fallacy of this notion and invested in some means to hide the telltale flash of their weapons. One of the most pop-
ular was a camouflage tape that was applied over the bow's surface. Another solution was to apply a coat of camo
paint over the bow's shiny surface. This was very effective, but many in our group were rather squeamish about
applying a drab paint over their fancy bows... The Herter's company offered a set of camouflage cloth covers that
simply slipped over the bow limbs. The covers worked great..."

From Chapter 6, The Perfect Hunt "
As I think back to that hunt nearly thirty years ago, I often wonder just what there was about it that made it such

a special memory to me. There have been other October days when the sun shone as brightly and when the woods
were in similar splendor. My dad and I had both shot bigger bucks on other hunts. I came to the conclusion that
it wasn't the main events that made the day so special. It was the little things shared with a favored companion
that had make it perfect. It was the simple conversation as we rode in an old Chevy truck over a bumpy gravel
road that we had traveled so many times before. It was the sight of my dad gracefully stringing his Lambrecht bow 

Sticks and Slivers

The book, released January 2014,
is available at Amazon and Barnes
and Noble. Locally, signed copies
are available at Balsam Lake
Hardware, Monty's Sportsman's
Haven, and St. Croix Outdoors.

(continued on next page)
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and striking off into the woods with it in one hand and a scuffed leather quiver in the other. It was the music of
an old crow call in the still of the woods, begging for conversation with a reluctant flock. It was time spent on a
rotted log waiting for the unlikely to occur and then watching it happen. It was the smile on his face and the way
he gripped my hand as he congratulated me on my kill. It was all these little things that had made the day so
memorable."

Brent on writing the book:
(I am going to insert here that Brent has lived near

Balsam Lake by Loveless Lake for over 30 years-Sue)
As I was growing up in the rural community of Blair,

Wisconsin, a small group of men took up the sport of bow
hunting for whitetail deer. The sport was in its infancy and
there wasn't much information about it, so the hunters had
to learn as they went along. My dad was most instrumen-
tal in getting the group formed, and at the age of ten, I
started tagging along even though I was too young to carry
a bow. I spent my formative years hunting with this group
of men and attribute many of my successes later in life to
the lessons that I learned while in their company. May
1991 my dad died. To insure that I would never lose the
special memories I had of hunting with him and the gang,
I began jotting down notes in a journal. Several years later,
another one of my old hunting buddies died, and I decided
that I would try to put a book together about my hunting
adventures and give copies to each of the men who had
been so instrumental in my life so that they would remem-
ber the good times that we had had. In 2008, after 33
years teaching Industrial Arts at Unity, I retired, and I
made it a priority to finish the book. When I had the man-
uscript completed, I began searching for a publisher with-
out much success. I only needed 50 copies, so I decided to
put the books together myself. I ran off the copies on my
computer, hand folded the 8 1/2" by 11" sheets of paper to
give me four book pages, and then contact cemented the pages to the cover. I was proud of the results, and that
Christmas my family members and old hunting buddies got a very special present.
On a whim I sent a copy of my manuscript to Tate Publishing company and the book was released in January

2014.
As an author, having your work accepted and printed by a publisher is very exciting but the most rewarding aspect

of my writing and publishing experience is knowing that I have preserved and shared some very special memories
with family and old friends. Memories that are not written down too often are forgotten and lost forever. The mod-
ern bow hunter would have little knowledge of the tactics and equipment that were used in the 60's when a small
band of hunters decided to pursue the whitetail deer with primitive weapons. The modern bow hunter will proba-
bly shake his head with disbelief when he reads about some of our early experiences with the sport. The senior
hunters who were fortunate enough to have "lived" those early experiences will nod their heads as old memories
are resurrected and say, "Yep, that's the way it was."
To those reading this article, I would urge all of you to record special events or memories that you have experi-

enced even though at the time they may seem insignificant. Sometime in the future they may become very sig-
nificant. With some work and perseverance you can wrap up your book and put it under the Christmas tree. It will
be the gift that never stops giving.

Brent with his Herter's Special bow and the last two
wood Sabbota arrows he used when bow hunting. He
is sitting next to the wood box that he and his dad and
built together. From the book, "It's a plain wooden
box that my dad and I put together in a couple of
hours. I wouldn't trade it for a hundred Easton Game
Getter arrows. In a kid's day, it's the little things that
make the magic." On top are the boots worn while on
his "perfect hunt.”

and the Mathson Gang
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Female Buckthorn plants are
easily identified by their blue-
purple berries.

Areas infected with Buckthorn.

Cleaning fish
at Perry
Mound.

With All Fun, there’s a Bit O’ Work!

Weeds Gone Wild! Buckthorn: On the Midwest’s Least Wanted List

There’s something wonderfulabout a campfire at the lake.

“You know when
they have a fishing

show on TV? 
They catch the fish and then let it go. 

They don’t want to eat the fish, they just want 
to make it late for something.”

– Mitch Hedberg

“To poke a wood fire is more solid enjoyment thanalmost anything else in the world.”– Charles Dudley Warner
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Winners All...if only there had been a photo contest this year.
Be sure to enter your award winners between Aug. 1 and Feb. 15! Info on website.
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Winterization, Shrink Wrap & In/Outdoor Storage Available
**New Storage Customers ~ Mention This Ad & SAVE $25**

    



Why don’t you LIKE us!
(On Facebook that is!)
Yes, BLHA has a Facebook page. To LIKE us, first,

you have to have your own page. Once you do, just
type balsamlake.com into the search feature. Look
us over and then
hit LIKE. So
what's with the
c h i c k e n ?
Periodically, this
chicken will pop up
in various area
surrounding the
Balsam area...
Even I don't know
where. When said
chicken makes an
appearance on the
BLHA Facebook
page, the first per-
son to LIKE and
COMMENT with the
location of the chicken will win a treat at BLICS!!!
YUM. Test run: If you checked FB and saw this
photo, you'd LIKE and then comment: "Chicken is at
the base of the water tower by the library!"

Change in Date...
Farewell to Summer Party
Saying Good Bye to the lazy days of summer is a

little harder this year, so the party date has been
moved to Saturday, Sept. 13, at DOCS, downtown
Balsam from 3-5.

Vintage Balsam Lake

Pig in a
blanket,
pig in a

poke, but
never

heard of
a pig in
boat.
Cutie!
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Probably by now you've all stopped in to get your
Balsam Lake gear, but in case you haven't, now's the
time! I mean, it's been six years since Caroline and
Steven Rediske have opened basically Balsam on
Main Street. That place is paced with tees, sweat-
shirts and the ever-popular pajama pants (built for
comfort). And for those HOT summer  days, a can
koozie declaring Balsam Lake your favorite place.
And if you have a desire to design your own,
Caroline started doing custom embroidery back in
1995--so she knows what she is doing  and she does
an awesome job. (www.basicallybalsam.com)

The fun doesn't stop in Balsam Lake. This year the
BLFD  Demo Derby is August 30 behind the fire hall. 

So many ideas yet to share, so little space.
Need a taste treat? Wholesome breads fresh from
the brick oven at Kent's on Fri/Sat. (Hwy 8/65)
(focaccia to die for). After Labor Day Fun? Maybe a
drop into Baker's Apple Orchard on Hwy 35 for their
Fall Festival Sept. 27-28. Enjoy fresh cider, smell the
woodsmoke, tour the art gallery, pick some apples,
walk the hiking trails. Or look for the best pumpkin
ever at Bergmann's Pumpkin Patch on Hwy 35.
(Maybe opt to get the bejeebers scared out of you
on their Halloween hayride.)

I'll be planning next summer's issues over the win-
ter, so if you have a feature idea, a story to share, a
topic addressed, let me know! enjoy life!

--Sue  editor.shorelines@balsamlake.com

Just a Little This and That
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JONZY MARKET
When you’re “North of Hwy 8” – please stop

into our “Country Convenience Store.”
• Beer/liquor/wine
• Grocery – fabulous meat selection
• All sorts of snacks
• Gasoline/disesel
• Propane tank exchange
• Tackle/live bait
• Fishing/hunting licenses
• Firewood – bundles or bulk

Summer hours: 6 a.m. - 11 p.m.
Winter hours: 6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Call: 715-857-5753

TRUSTED
QUALITY

CLEANING, LLC
Cleaning customized to fit your needs.

Home, Business or Cabin Services.

• Daily   • Bi-Weekly   • Weekly
• Monthly   • Annual

Call toll-free for more details:

1-888-259-6171

IRRIGATION
EXPERTS, LLC

We work with all types of 
irrigation systems & provide the 

following services:
• Installs • Service calls
• Spring start-up • Lake pumps
• Fall winterization
Call toll-free for more details or to

set up an appointment:

1-888-270-1338

LAKE SERVICES
UNLIMITED TOWING

& RECOVERY
We have nationally certified 

operators & several locations to 
better serve you.

• 24/7 service  • Live phone operators
• Auto club affiliated
• Local & long distance transport
• Flatbeds & heavy duty  • Lockouts

LOCATIONS
• Main Shop/Office,

1043 - 185th Ave., Balsam Lake, WI
• Amery Towing, Amery, WI

• Border Towing, St. Croix Falls, WI
• Custom Towing, Frederic, WI
Call toll-free: 1-888-811-5753

LAKE SERVICES UNLIMITED LANDSCAPE & MAINTENANCE
A wide range of materials and services to meet all your landscaping and maintenance needs. Delivery and installation of 

any material is available. FREE loading and great availability.

• Dyed and nondyed wood mulch
• Pulverized and economy top soil
• Many varieties of trap rock
• Three types of Class 5 driveway

materials
• Many varieties of decorative rock

• Landscape installation
• Regular lawn cutting, including

trimming and blowing off
• Pre- & post-emergent weed control
• Spring and fall clean-up
• Fertilizing  • Liming

For more information, contact us today! 1043 - 185th Ave. • Balsam Lake, WI
Toll-free: 1-888-811-5753 • E-mail: jill@lakeservicesunlimited.com • Web: www.lakeservicesunlimited.com

www.lakeservicesunlimited.com

• Retaining wall
block

• Step units –
Mysticrete

• Dekorra rock
enclosures

MATERIALS SERVICES
• Mulch rejuvenation
• Flower and plant care
• Lake weed removal
• Dock/lift installation

and removal
• Snow removal
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In the Woods: A Meeting - Continued from Page 5

in the general direction of the original sound. The wind picks up; I can hear it whistling through the leafless trees.
My breath becomes clearer in the air, a little white fog emanating from me. The orange, red, brown and gold leaves
crunch and crackle as I step on them. With the wind they rise up, swirling around me. My own personal tornadoes.

The trees begin to thin out after about ten minutes. I speed up in anticipation, for the sound has started again.
I hear a single bark, and small movements, though quickly moving.

I am practically sprinting when I reach the clearing, where I come to a dead stop, slamming on the brakes. "Woah"
I breathe as I look around. It is a sort of meadow, but not a green and flowery kind of meadow. It is a brown and
red and gold meadow. The stalks of the grasses are so thick and lush it seems as if it is a sea of brown. I can just
see the tops of the trees, bare and reaching, across the other end of the meadow.

I am still staring when a movement catches my eye, other than the blowing and flowing back and forth move-
ment of the meadow. I turn. I gasp. So this is the source of the barks and movements. It all makes sense now. It is
a fox. He is leaping away from me, but not fearfully, more as if he is playing. His beautiful, sleek coat bounces on his
lean and muscular shoulders.  It is a majestic reddish-brown color that seems to be forever graceful and flowing, with
a tinge of white on the tip of his tail. As he leaps and bounds, I notice that his slender and elegant feet are dark,
nearly black and reaching up to his elbows, like gloves. His narrow muzzle is also white tinged, with beautiful alert,
shy and playful gleaming eyes watching, always watching. He is the most handsome creature I have ever seen. He
barks, leaps and bounds for nearly fifteen minutes. I watch him with rapt attention for the entire time. I am not sure
that I even blinked.

Then suddenly he turns and dives away into the forest. He looks back just before leaving, focusing entirely on
me, acknowledging my presence for the first time. Then waves his handsome bushy tail and vanishes into the woods.

I wave, knowing that he knew I was there the entire time. I am glad he knew, and I will always cherish this mem-
ory, I am forever grateful that I followed my instincts and found the clearing and the fox.

I then head home, following the route I came from. When I get back, Gabby and Molly sniff at me, confused and
wary of the very faint scent of a stranger on me. My grandfather looks up as I enter the cabin. His glance is ques-
tioning  "A friend" I say, "A rather sly friend." He nods, generously not asking anything more, and going back to doing
something on his laptop.

I will never forget this experience, and I learned that sometimes you just have to follow your instincts, and make
your own choice.

(Maddie was 12 when she wrote this essay for school. 
Proud grandparents Fran and Sandy Launstein submitted the piece.)
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K & J’s 
COMPLETE

CABIN CARE

All your needs wrapped up in one!
Insured/30 Years’ Combined Experience

Please Call Jim or Kris at 
715-768-0475 or 715-768-0355

* Cabin Cleaning
* Window Cleaning
* Fall Closing
* Winter Home Watch

* Weekly or Biweekly Cleaning
* New Construction &

Remodeling
* Tile/Stone/Fireplace Specialist

better water. pure and simple.®

Why settle for a non-electric softener?
Today, homeowners prefer high efficiency
appliances. The Culligan® High Efficiency
can provide big savings compred to non-
electric softeners and uses less energy
while saving you time around your home.

Now that’s efficient. Culligan HE.

Milltown, Rice Lake & Hayward
Box 3 • Milltown • 715-825-3550

www.culliganrl@chibardun.net

INSTALLING & MAINTAINING
SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPES

Free Estimates, Fully Insured
Shop For Flowers 24 Hours A Day - www.balsamlakeprolawn.com

1-888-374-8894 • 715-485-3131
916 BADGER DR., BALSAM LAKE, WI   NEXT TO HARDWARE HANK

* FULL SERVICE LAWN & SNOW MAINTENANCE 
* RAIN GARDENS * INFILTRATION PITS  * SHORELINE RESTORATION 
* LOW VOLTAGE LIGHTING * HYDRO-SEEDING * RETAINING WALLS 
* BULK ROCK & MULCHES * TOPSOIL

* TREES & SHRUBS * PERENNIALS & ANNUALS 
* FRESH FLOWERS & GREEN PLANTS
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REITEN’S TREE
SERVICE LLC

reitenstreeservice.com
* Tree Removal * Brush Chipping & Clean Up

* Trimming * Lot & Land Clearing * Stump Grinding
* Landscaping

Commercial - Residential
Jon Reiten

1242 150th Avenue
Balsam Lake, Wisconsin

715-268-6890 Since 1986

CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

911 Frontage Road
Balsam Lake

Call 715-268-9707 For Details

$135,000

OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE

Hwy. 8 & 120th Street • Look for signs!

880000..331100..55005500 •• gglleennnnaaffaarrmmss..ccoomm
Store Hours: M - Sat. 10 - 5; Sun. 11 - 4

Country Store 
& Sugarhouse
Maple Syrup • Cheese

Wine • Craft Beers

FREE Farm Tour & Samples

Mon.-Sat. 10-6
Sun. 10-2

201 Main Street
Balsam Lake

715-485-3780
651-206-3165

* Custom embroidery and monogramming
* Direct to garment printing and screen printing

* Featuring Balsam Lake and Wisconsin apparel and gifts
* Promotional products for all your needs

If you imagine it – we can design and print it!

Subscribe to our print or e-edition 
by visiting our website 

at leadernewsroom.com or call 
715-327-4236

Follow the news that affects your
home/cabin all year.

1105 Wisconsin Avenue South Frederic, Wisconsin 54837
Bus. Phone 715-327-4217 • Toll-Free 1-888-327-4217 • Cell 715-554-0231

larsenauto.com

TOM MARTINI
Sales Representative

Chevrolet Trucks

WaterWorks
Irrigation LLC

* Winner Minnesota Nursery and
Landscape Assn.

* 2001 & 2002 “Honors Award” for 
Best Residential Design and Installation

Tom Magnafici
Office 651-755-9222

1818 120th Ave. • St. Croix Falls, WI 54024
www.waterworksweb.com

Osceola 715-294-2191
New Richmond 715-246-6565

Turtle Lake 715-986-4403
www.frontieragturf.com

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
JOHN DEERE
EQUIPMENT!

YOUR SOURCE FOR 
JOHN DEERE
EQUIPMENT!
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Since 1956 - Find Out Why

DOWNTOWN LUCK, WI
715-472-2487

Custom Draperies • Floor Covering • Complete Home Furnishings

FREE DELIVERY
Up to 100-mile radius.

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.;

Sat. 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Visit our website:
jensenfurnitureluck.com

FINANCING AVAILABLE

We Are The Area’s 

ONLY Industry Selected 

Hunter Douglas Centurion

Club Gallery Dealer, 

More Selection, 

More Experience, 

Certified Professional

Installation™ . 

FREE MEASURING &

INSTALLATION

FREE DELIVERY
to the 

TWIN CITIES, TOO!

Family Owned
Celebrating Our 58th Year

FURNITURE, CUSTOM WINDOW COVERINGS,
MATTRESSES, FLOOR COVERINGS & 

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
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Celebrating 50 Years On Balsam Lake!

AT THE LAKE REALTY
Visit Us Online At: www.atthelakerealtyllc.com

Jeanne Lindberg
Cell 715-220-3125

Linda Hol
Cell 715-497-9019

INDIANHEAD
SUPPER CLUB

107 Indianhead Shores
Balsam Lake, WI 54810
Reservations Appreciated

715-485-3359
Open Wed. (after Memorial Day) Thurs., Fri. & Sat. at 5 p.m.

Specials
Walleye Wednesday: Walleye Dinner. . 

$14.95
Thursday: Jumbo Shrimp Dinner . . 

$14.95
All You Can Eat 

Baby Back Ribs . . . . . . 
$12.95

Fri. & Sat.: Fish Fry (Fri. Only) & Prime Rib
All dinners include soup or salad & choice of potato or rice.
Nightly Specials Plus Many New Menu Items &

Your Old Favorites Prepared By Chef Roark!
If you haven’t been to see us lately, come in & try
our great food & service in our cozy dining room.

Outside 
Dining 

Available!

KINDLED HEARTH FIREPLACE STORE
Downtown Cumberland • 715-822-5355 • Fax 715-822-2419

Email: khearth@chibardun.net
Website: www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.com

Gas, Wood,
Pellet, Coal &

Electric

Fireplaces,
Inserts 

& Freestanding
Stoves!

Complete Sales, 
Installation & 
We Service 
All Brands!

Like Us On

Call About Our Energy-Efficient
Complete Systems

Comfort Systems
Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning

2171 Fairgrounds Rd.
St. Croix Falls, WI 54024

715-483-9036
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We are an experienced Tile & Stone Contractor 
committed to making our clients vision a reality.

Licensed & Insured - Since 1998
References Available 

Upon Request

• Floors
• Fireplaces

• Back Splashes
• Showers

• Interior &
Exterior Stonework
• Remodel or New

Construction

715-377-8093 • johnsontile.stone@gmail.com

Open 4 p.m. Wed.-Sat.;
Sunday 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Dining On Beautiful

Pike Lake
Charbroiled Steaks - Seafood - BBQ Ribs - Etc.

Music & Dancing - Wednesday
1-715-268-8774

12 miles south of Balsam Lake
Also Wedding Receptions - Banquets - Reunions

Tony Wolter & Family
On Pike Lake - Amery, Wis. - One mile north of Amery on

Hwy. 46, 1/2 mile west on County Road H.

Does Your

HOME OR CABIN
Need a New Basement?

Leaking, structural problems or the need
to modernize?

We can do all aspects of your 
construction project.

LiteHOUSE
Moving & Lifting Houses

(715) 825-4497

Receive a $20.00 discount upon the completion of interior windows,
exterior windows and screens. Receive an additional $20.00 
voucher when you refer a new window cleaning client!

office: 715.483.7030
mobile: 612-701.0095

signaturewindowcleaning@yahoo.com
signaturewindowcleaning.net

Save on
Window Cleaning!

$40.00 value!
Call 715-825-2171 or 715-472-2101 • www.lakeland.ws
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PRESRT Standard
U.S. Postage

PAID
St. Croix Falls, WI

Permit No. 104

HOMEOWNERS’
ASSOCIATION

Box 8 - Balsam Lake, WI 54810

Three Times Every Summer

Forwarding Service Requested

252 COUNTY ROAD I, BALSAM LAKE, WI 54810
1 MILE EAST OF BALSAM LAKE NEXT TO PARADISE LANDING

Let Our Certified Mechanics Handle Your Repair Needs!Let Our Certified Mechanics Handle Your Repair Needs!

715-485-3393
WWW.SUNNYSIDEMARINA.NET
INFO@SUNNYSIDEMARINA.NET

winter
storage

• FULLY STOCKED MARINE STORE
W/ON-WATER GAS 

• SLUSHIES • ICE CREAM • BEER 
• POP • CHIPS • CANDY

• FULLY STOCKED MARINE STORE
W/ON-WATER GAS 

• SLUSHIES • ICE CREAM • BEER 
• POP • CHIPS • CANDY

Come See Our
NEW 6000 Ft. Showroom!
-Pontoons By Crest

-Outboard Motors By 
Suzuki and Mercury

-Centurion
-StarCraft

-Lifts and Docks By 
Shoremaster &

Porta-Dock

            


